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ByLinda Loveland Reid

Redwood Writers is always looking for new ways to serve our now over 173 men#ggsts
Dayon June 6thoffers a new opportunity for you and another first for our club.
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curve for any serious writer. Jeanne Jusaitis and her capable(t€atinryn Miller, Persia Woolley, Mary Lynn Archibald,
Robin Moore, Karen Batchelor, Elizabeth Beechwoodpainjihave put together a day with you in mind: fun,

informative, and relaxing.

What is a Pitch? My first experience with this sometimes craztdtgdook place at the San Francisco Writers
Conference, where | stood in line with 100 other wannabes like a herd of cattle, before we were let into a room with
agents. We pitched our book or memoir or whatever to an agent for 3 minutes before theNdely 3> | YR (G KSy
another agent. | pitched to three agents. One turned out to be interested in only writings of 50,000 words or less, and
my novel was 130,000. She liked the story line, but could | cut it down? Another was looking for screennijigmrt
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might taketogouptothé 2 8 4 Q& 2 FJaky®BIding.yWVriters rieéd Told@velop this short, interesting, leave
them-wantingmore explanation of their writing, and then be able to pitch it to an agent. Does it work? Agents come to
these events because they know that oftéreir next big author will appear.

Join us for this exciting day, beginning with lunch and an introduction to the agents, and then twahbunénute
pitches to over 1@&gents (5 minutes is a generous and sane amount of time), followed by a WrsgrCrearty. This will
GNXz & 0SS | FdzZf RIFe& 2F GagNAIGSNBE KSEtLAY3I GNAISNERPE

Go online towww.redwoodwriters.orgo check it outWhether you are ready for an agent or not, come play and enjoy,
while getting good practice in an area that every writer needs to know how to do.

The Redwood branch of the California Writers Club will hold its 2010 Conference on
October 30™. Sheldon Siegel is the afternoon keynote speaker for this all-day
conference. Cost: $150 before August 15, 2010 or $175 after. CWC members are
eligible for a $20 discount. The conference runs from 7:30 am i 6:30 pm (including
check-in from 7:30 - 8:15am), at the Flamingo Conference Resort in Santa Rosa.
There will also be a special Poetry Night with dinner on the 29" from 5:30 - 9:30 pm
at the same location, only $35 more. For more information

see www.redwoodwriters.org.
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June 1d Redwood Writers Meeling.

Ramingo Conference Resort & SpaCourtyard Rooms #1 & 2
2777 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, CA. Ph:5A88530

Election of Officers for Redwood Writers will takdgee at the June meeting.

Our speaker will b€ara Blackvho is consumed by two things: murder and Paris. Every one of the
San Francisco writarmystery novels takes place in the City of Light, each in one of the city's very
different neighborhoods. Her lated¥jurder in the Latin Quarteicame out this spring, and she has
already gone back to Paris to scout out her next mystery.

FromCara's wehge:

Cara Black frequents a Patris little known outside the beaten tourist track. A Paris she discovers on research trig
and interviews with French police, private detectives and café owners. She lives in San Francisco with her husband, a
bookseller, andheir teenage son. She is a San Francisco Library Laureate and a member of the Paris Sociéte Historiqu
in the Marais. Her nationally bestselling and award nominated Aimée Leduc Investigation series has been translated in
French, Spanish, Italian, Japae and Hebrew. She's included in the GREAT WOMEN MYSTERY WRITERS by Elizabet

Lindsay 2netdition published in the UK. Her first three novels in the seM&RDER IN THE MARAIS, MURDER IN
BELLEVILLE AN MURDER IN THE SENhtERted for an Anthony Awarals Best Novelwere published in the UK in
2008 andVIURDER IN THE LATIN QUARGmEEs out in the UK in 2018everal of her books have been chosen as
BookSense Picks and INDIE NEXT choice by the American Association of Independent Bookstores. Tioa Ri@sthing
listed MURDER IN THE RUE DE PARAIDESBest Fiction Choices of 2008JRDER IN THE LATIN QUARTERalist
for Best Novel Award from the NCIBA Northern California Independent Booksellers Association.

She is currently working on the nextdik in the Aimée Leduc series.

Announcement from Nominating Committee for Redwood Writers, 2010
Chair: Kate Farrell, Members: Ana Manwaring and Karen Batchelor

According to the Redwood Branch Byl aws,endial nmeetings | a

and published in the May and June branch newsl et
V Elections shall be held at the June general meeting.

V Nominations must have the consent of the nominee.

We are pleased to announce the slate of Redwood branch officers fe2 @DILO

President Linda Loveland Reid
Vice-President Jeane Slone
Treasurer Carylon Alexander
Secretary Mary McElroy

The election for the official slate will be held at the Jun® m&eting. Nominations from the floor may be
accepted with written prior consenttbE nomineeMembers must be present to be elected or to vote.

Redwood Saldane 23rd
The Redwood Saloinder the Soft Summer Staiis Wednesday, June 23 in Healdsburg from 6:30 to 9:00
p.m. Please RSVP mrograms@redwoodwriters.orgto signup to read and to participate the potluck
committee for the event. Please invite guests.-iembers are welcome but must be the guest of a member.
Readings are limited to 5 minutes. See you thefsma Manwaring

A Glorious Tradition Returns: Join the Central Branch of the California Writers Club for Picnic Day and walks in
Writers Memorial Grove on Sat. July 10, 2010,2-5p.m. I t 6s a potluck event and yougdgl
Joaquin Mill er dedmmsten@dmphithieaer dnd Thie Cascades. Location: The Fire Circle at Joaquin
Miller Park, 3594 Sanborn Dr., Oakland, CA. See the Central Branch website for further information.
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Pitching to an Agent

by Juanita J. Martin

Your book is finished. Yidoreathe a sigh of relief, but only for a moment. As writers we know the real work
has not yet begun. We must be able to promote our books as well. Sometimes that is not easy and you may
need help.

Have you thought about pitching this book to an agehiti2 very idea perhaps causes panic and
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having its first annual Agents Day. The event will be held Sunday, 9u2e1®, 124 p.m. at the Flamingo
Hatel, 2777 &' St., Santa Rosa, CA.

You can pitch your book to as many literary agents as you wish for five minutes at a time. This event i
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lunch, wo hours of pitch sessions, wine, dessert, encouraging words, and networking. It is limited to 70
participants. Registration forms are availableratw.redwoodwriters.org You can enroll by filling out the
form and mailing it with a check payable to Redwood Writers, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA. 95402.

Perhaps you have not pitched to an agent. It would be prudent to practice your strategy or you pitch
prior to the event. Here are some tips that will help makis throcess successful:
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to represent you unless they love and want your book.
2. bSOSNJ aler G¢KAA 0221 A& 3I2Ay3 theznarkebis doingdtcdda. i &

Too many factors, including the economy, can drive book sales up or down.

3. bSOPSNI) ales G¢KAA 0221 KFra ySOSNI oSSy R2yS o6S¥
idea has not sold. Unless you have reliable sources,utduze hard to know what books with your

idea have actually been published.

Pitching your book is essentially promoting yourself. Besides the obvious snappy attire, professional attitude,
research of potential agents is a key in landing that book dealif 8s&y are interested, if possible, in your

project in the first place. In a format that resembles speed dating, it is difficult to research, but there are some
preparatory things you can do. Have a reasonable goal for your pitch, and be preparedvioytgthu wrote
GKAA 0221® , 2dz LINPOlIOf& ¢2yQi asStf e&2dzNJ o221
the first chapter.

Start your pitch with a brief intro, with the title, length, and a description of the genre. Summarize your
bookin two lines. Be prepared to answer questions quickly and concisely. Take notes. Add more detail as
necessary, such as hero, heroine, conflict, story line, tone characters and resolution, without giving away the
whole book. Always leave them wanting more.

If an agent asks for a follewp interview, write down the pertinent information and follow up on his
terms. Be sure to thank agents for their time. Even if no agents are interested at the time, do not view this as
failure. Situations may change dowmetroad and perhaps the agent knows someone else who might be
interested. Keep contact information and file it away for future reference.

Pitching to an agent can be a great marketing and promotional venture that leads to book sales. It is
not a guarante. For some it can be lucrative. Susan Lyons, an agvarthing romance writer, sold her first
two books as a result of pitching to an editor. Some of these tips are borrowed from her. Muriel Rukeyser sait
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good stories, they will sell themselves. It does not hurt to promote them also. Pitching to an agent could be
that boost you need.

Why | Write: | write because | am a speck, a flick of a featladost filament, a wavering
bean® molded in mystery, alive and wondering, trying to touch base, make sense, give
utterance and yearning to say hello to the wdrldean Wong
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Member in the Spotlightdy Frothinger

o} Submltted by Una King

% Judy Frothinger is a local Sonoma County autl&ine has lived in Sonoma County since
1975. Judy is a member of Redwood Writers, as well as a member of long standing in the
Oakmont Algonquin Roundtable (OAR).

Judy grew upn the little farming community of Nisland, South Dakota, where she
was educated not only academically, but also as a community member of a small town
heavily populated with German immigrants frétussia

Steeped in these cultural roots in fmmative yearsJudy produced her first
novel,A Stranger to Myselfin 2009.

Judy received a degree in psyowhmam®@goy Twki céai $d
alcoholic fathersheoriginally intendedo be a counselor but ended up being igewiJudy decided to write
about her road to healing through lo¥eStranger to Myselfs based on a small fictional town called Ridley,
steeped in the rich cultural history of Russian émigrés, during the 1950s. This was a difficult time, as it was tt
McCarthy era in the United States and people were frightened to mention their origins or backgrounds.

The heroine in the book is named Marktarka had to deal with addictions, issues with men, and
getting straight with herself about her problems addorne and being lovedHer childhood wounds from an
inattentive father led her to struggle with her identitye enduring loveof her aunt and the great gypsy Ruby
helped her to forgive and to heal.

Although the two main characters, Aunt Anna and Mavkere the original basis of the book, Judy had
no outline for the book in mind; the characters
masterful mind and creative hand.

A core inspirat i Kathledndlorrié s u dDpkintk A Bpritudl Gesgraphy In
addition, Judy has f ound TheCéigter WallandAmazing @GractJoidy felt as 6 s
personal connection with Ms. Norris because she came from LenNuocth, Dakotaa small town the same
size ashe one in which Judy had grown up.

Recently a new reader expressed to Judy that she especially liked the spiritual aspect of her book.

People have expressed some of the following thou
Alt made me thi wheabobot nopg wenel mbeh si mpl er,
AThere were a | ot of s e cSeadtsdhatindiome talks aboud exist insov e r

many areas of life. o

Judy is currently working on another novel. She hopes to help people througtitimey.
You can vi si t htiwjddyfioteingeveodms i t e at

The REIDS Read

The Barking Dog Roasteiswill featureLinda Loveland ReidndHarry Reid
onJune %'. The program will be from 533to 8 p.m. Barking Dog is located at [S
18133 Hwy 12, Boyes Springs, CA.

Linda Loveland Reii$ president of Redwood WriterShe isatheater
director and oil painter and graduated from S&un laudewith two BAsn
History and Art HistoryHer first novel Touch of Magentawaspublished in
May 2009

Harry Reids aNorthern Californiarchitect and MIT graduate who
studied with Frank Lloyd Wright. His plays and an opera have been performed
in San Franciscand Sonoma Countyl. I NNE2 Q & ciFi, ThdiComettdd ks {.

now available. [ 3
BothHarry and Lindare published i95% Nakedan Anthology edited by Dan Coshnear, and Redwood Writers
Anthology,Vintage Voices

There will be an open mike sess#phight refreshments, and book signing. This reading is gahedJniverSoul
Open Mike Reading Seridmsted byJuanita J. MartinContact Juanita for information:
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Member News

Last November | published my first mysteGrucial Time, a "cozy" taking place partly in
Zimbabwe and mstly at a campubasedchild care centein southern California. The
heroine/amateur sleuth is thikild care center directoHannah Cooper. After one of the parents
at her center is killed and his son kidnapped, she works against time to find thepkidnefore

it's too late.

Sales have been steady, though not brilliant. | loved writing this book and am almost ready to begin another
what will be the Hannah Cooper series. Terusarted as | am, it's really hard for toekill off one of the
characers!

| joined Redwood Writers a year ago and have attended most, but not all, of the Sunday meetings. | always

enjoy them and leave renewed and inspifedlspeth Benton

| am pleased to announce that my noWhnting to be Jackie Kennedyas made ito the
semifinals in this year's Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award competitlarever expected
to advance this far, and | am thrille@ver the years, many of you have been my
cheerleaders, writing buddies and inspiration in wriflagkie and | thankyou for this. Out
of 10,000 entries there are 50 finalists in the Young Adult category and 50 in the Generg
category. Later this month, each group of 50 will be narrowed down to three, and in Jung
two Grand Prize winners will be awardedne in each cagory.

If you'd like to read the first chapter ddickie, you can read it free on your Kindle, or download free it
from Amazon:http://www.amazon.com/BreakthroudfovelAward-Books/b?ie=UTF8&node=33226401f
you'd like to read the reviews or revidackie yourself, search for the book on Amazon, sign in and write your
review, sprinkling on a few stars if you are so inclide#lizabeth Kern

My Sonoma County lifetyle column has been accepted in the Petaluma Post. Members can pick up the currer
May issue around Petaluma and at North Light Books in Cotati, or they can go to
www.petalumapost.comi'm on page 10 of the Magsue: The Loud Quietand on page 18 of the

April issue:Shining Moments or How | Found Love in Petaluma. Members can also link to my
website to find my writing aivww.anamanwaring.cont.ook for the June columiollen Capital

of the Worldd Ana Manwaring

Over the fall of 2009 | negotiated a three book contract with Sourcebooks for the
issuing of my King Arthur books, and just got word tBabk One of The

Guinevere TrilogyChild of the Northern Springwill be officially released in
November of 2010They also emailed the artwork for the cover, and I'm thrilled to
say 'l love it!" This publisher also has the most complete, cuttitge, author
supporting promotion department I've ever encountered, whishying a lot.

Pretty good for a book which is already 23 years éldersiaWoolley

MemberDiane H. Davis the publisher for Davis Publishing, is happy to report the

Mother's Day Featurd Good, Great, Grand Mother's Dayvhich ran from midApril to May 10th, sold 19
copies. The Father's Day Featukdrather's Natural High, has been released, and will run until June 21st.
Information about Davis Publishing (including a list of its 25 retail outlets in Sonoma County) is available at
www.davispublishing.biz

Why | Write: | write because if | don't, my life is incompletds a shy child, | hardly ever spoke.
communicated through my writind.love to write stories.Today, | still can relay my thoughtisrough writing
much better than through speaking, but | do talk more n&iting gives me confidence and fills my sodl.
Julie A. Winrich
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| went to the Poetry Reading put togetheiGwynne O'Gara
at Infusion Tea House in Sebastopol, April 30tlwds
delightful and all three of ouPoetry Contest winnerswere
present thanks to Gwyenvho invited them to share her
spotlight.

It was a lovely evening of poetfy Linda Reid

Names of those in the photo, left to right:
Crystal Ockenfuss, judge Gwynme O'Gara, Ellaraine Lockie,
and Francesca Gonnella.

(Crystal was 2nd place, Ellaraimas 1st place, and Francesca
was 3rd.)

From poetPablo NerudA 6 O
MEMOIROOAT Ol AOAA
say madness, a certain kind of
madness, often goes hand in hand
with poetry. It would be very
difficult for predominantly rational
people to be poets, and perhaps jus
as difficult for poets to be

| always have work in progress OA OE* suBnhit@dbyTom

Paper and pen wherever | go Mariani

Sometimes worth sharing sometimes not

| write for myself not always for show

0 Tom Mariani

Why | Write:

Do You Need to Be Mad to Be a Poet?
Neruda knows me so well

And | never met the man

Poets' imaginations have to loese

So they can write what they can

My poemlLeaf Brigadewill be published in the Marin Poetry Centemthology, 2010. The anthology will be
available sood Juanita J. Martin

My manuscript, calledngel, finaled in the Duel on the Delta Romance Writers contest, and will now get an
automatic read by an editor. | wrote about my search for the hero @rarsitteVintage Voicesanthology last
year. My Brazilian painter, Daniel, was based on the "look" of the talented actor Rodrigo Santoro.

This is the second tim&ngel has been a finalist. The book is a paranormal romance, and some of you have
listenedto me read excerpts at open readings.

My full manuscript was requested last summer by Harlequin/MIRA, and | have been emailing the editor there
without a response. | emailed her again, told her about the final, and asked if she would like me

to resend ta newest version. She gotdkao me within 10 minutes arsaid yes, she looked forward to reading

it.  Sharon Hamilton

Why | Write: | write because | must and, happily, because | ¢&ords bubble up into my head and transport
me to another placepnmplete with people to get to know and scenery to describe. The experience puts a smile
on my face and a groove in my day. Upon return f
awayod Patrice Garrett

Why | Write: Writing is a very chocole experienag@ Jeanne McElvaney



RWC Web Team Training

I fAGGES NIXAy O2dzZ RyQil (| $§iar ag erditingpfofect. RBrgsidentd thdadzyidi S S
hosted the Web Team Training on April"2it her house in Penngrove.

Our team consistef: Thonie Hevron, Linda Reid, Laura Blatt, Kate Farrell, Linda Lee, Elaine Maikovska, Mary
McElroy, Robin Moore and Jeanne Miller. Each team member is responsible for a section of the website using
WordPress technology.

The class was conducted by our neebmaster, Linda Lee from AskMePc, her own website design company.
We worked all morning on our laptops witinda Leealong with assistance from our own Kate Farrell. @igsion was
to learn to manage our RWC site by splitting up the jobs so the wak & burden to just one person. Yours truly is
working on the Conference and boy, did | need this training!

Linda Lee is also available to help create websites for RWC members. She has an extensive background worki
with authors, literary groups andutbs. Contact her avww.askmepc.confor further info.

Be sure to check out the RWC site to view the fruits of our lakdreonie Hevron

15} &E [ +: 8ihse the photo was taken, | have resigned from the Web TeamsRiiuablthe regular edition of the
newsletter takes many hours each month, not leaving me time to be on the website team. If you are interested in
helping out the new Web Team, please talk to Kate Fakr&bbin Moore

Web Teammembers and pasons:

Front row, left to right:

Robin Moore.....Newsletter

Thonie Hevron....Writers Conference

Linda Reid. RWPresdent and rover

Laura Blatt...Contests

Kate Farrell....Web Editor

Linda Lee...Webmaster

Back row: Elaine Maikovska...Events/Activities

Mary McElroy....Blog Editor and Writers Resources

Not present in photo: Jeanne Miller....Publications &
Products

Linda Lee, founder of AskMeRZ:bDesign and Smart Women Stupid Computiengees empowering

her clients with beautiful websites that fit their needs and accomplish their goals. Linda is a much
soughtafter Cyberspace Coacher clients include authors, Women's National Book Association,
California Writers Club, Soroptimistsémational, and entrepreneurs in dozens of fiel®&he is a

popular presenter at conferences, including tBan Francisco Writers Conference, and has been a guest
on shows, including View from the Bay. More about Linda Lebtgi://askmepcwebdesign.com/

HelloRedwood Writers,

As part of the new Redwood Writers Website Committee, I'm managing the Events and Activities page of the
brand new Redwood Writers Websitém happy to post all of yaor events if you are a member, and will do so if you
provide me with the following information tevents@redwoodwriters.org

Basic: Time, place, description no more than 50 words wh link for more info

Optional: jpg file no larger than 300 pixels
Please give me several weeks notice, if possible. With our new website functioning in this way, we will all
enjoy the added benebf belongingto this fabulous "writer's go to" orgamizon. Weare now able to readily
publicize our own writingelated events, such as book signings, readings, and workshops.

Take a look at the new website, and you will see how great it is turninjerp. Writing!d Elaine
Maikovska




