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Snap! A personal lesson from the universe
ByLinda Loveland Reid

Snap! Just that fast and we can be in a new life.

It was a sunny morning, and Iwas &tiK A y 1 Ay 3 2F G(KS ¥Fdzy 6SHBR K
, R 6 K2Qa QRssaunibi Badldsburg. Some of us had sneaked off and dressed in
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close | would come to that reality the very next day.

The freeway was-whiz with cars as | headed to the reunion picnic. The radio crooned out a song and | checked
the mirror for that last pat of the hairdo, when WHAM! A huge thud sounded on #ssgnger side of my van,
careening me to the next lane. My hands clutchedsteeringwheell YR L al ¢ GKS OF NJ 6 SKAYR
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ultimate nightmare traffic accident, the one you pray will not happen, the one at 65 mph on the freeway that you are
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a book all seemed trivial, at odds with the momentous event that had just taken place. Finally, | got it. Got what my
subcod OA2dza ¢l a OGNBAYy3 G2 (0Stf YSo® LG ¢6la tA1S az2vsSz2ysS
day honoring the fact that | was alive. | had not beermuch as bruised, nor halde other driver. Yet, my car was
totaled. We both walked awafrom what could have been an unthinkable
event. No routine task would do for this day. What | needed was to give my§g
over to thankfulness for my life. And that is what | did. | sat in the sun and 4 1
thought, and | read some poetry. | reviewed all the djoess in my world. Vlnta’g € VOIC@S

Now, | have a new car and a new paymerand, a new idea of how
fast life can turn. Snap! Each day is a gift, each friend a treasure, each crea
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And to those watching over me, thank you.

Vintage Voic&&'ords Poured Out

By Karen Batchelor

Redwood Writers is celebrating its new 2010 antholagytage
VoicesWordsPoured Out The books are hot off the presses, this year co - -
published by Unlimited Publishing and Redwood Writers Club. Words Poured Out

This is our fifth anthology and they just keep getting better. The 201Q An Arthology of Writing by Redwond Writers,
collection offers an array of short stories, memoirs, and pp&s whet your R Branch of the California Writer's Clich
appetite and show the world what Redwood Writers can Bpturns the Fdived by Karen £. Batchelor
entries are sensitive, thougtgrovoking, hearbreaking, and hilarious. Read th¢




red SEEAYy3 2F + OfFaaAao FLFEANER (1S bAurkBly, @saR dho teddds ffondis >
father, a woman who wants to take her husband to Niagara Falls, a recovering alcoholic who considers falling off the
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For a dmation of $12, you can have your very own copy. Support the club, support your fellow writers and get
your copies at the next Redwood Writers event.

I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to get this book into our hands today. Our club is etrtynas
as our volunteers. | am stepping down as editor, but | hope you will step up to support the new editor in chief, Cynthia
Helen Beecher.
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The Redwood Writers MemidMestiimg on SeptemBeawill Zeature
Donna Levin as the spétdtanpic will be:
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Please join us at the Flamingo Hotel from 2:30 to 5:00p.m.
$5 for members and $8 for guests

Donna Levirhas two published novel€xtraordinary MeangWilliam Morrow), andCalifornia
Street(Simon & Schuster), as well as two books about writBef,that Novel Startednd Get that Novel Writtenboth
with Writer's Digest Books. Both of her novels were optibfar film, andGet that Novel Writtenwas translated into
Italian and published by Dino Audino Editore.

Donna taught fiction writing for two decades, most notably at the University of California Extension at Berkeley,
where she led the NovalNriting Workshop. Many of her students have gone on to publish, including Lalita Tademy
(whose first novelCane Rive was an Oprah Book Club pick and New York Times bestseller), Terry Géatble (
Dancersand Good Family and Mark Coggins, author of the August Riordan mysteries.

After introducing some of her students and others to her own literary agent, Donna weiatwork in the
agency herself for two years. She has also been a frequent guest at writers' conferences, including the San Francisco
Writers' Conference, the East of Eden Conference and the Squaw Valley Community of Writers, in her capacity both a:
author and agent.

Leviris work is included in Boston University's 20th Century Archives and in the California State Library's
collection of California novels. She lives in San Francisco.

Donna Levin will be speaking about her perspective of being a publisitiedras well as having been a literary
agent for two years. She has been on the giving and receiving end of rejections. Donna will give us her honest feedbe
on query letters and the first pages of manuscripts in the meetifigou wantto knowwhathA a8 y Qi ¢ 2NJ Ay 3=
lucky ¢ what is working), bring a query letter and/or the first page of your novel for her to critique live at the meeting.
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SATURDAY, September 18, 2d00.00 PM _
Theme: THE LAST OF THE SUMMER Redwood Writers Club
Cloverdale Library ‘
401 N. Cloverdale Blvd.
(707) 8945271 Odd Month Reading

Redwood Writer, Jeane Slone, will emcee this afternoon of literary ~
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read your work in public! Sigmp by emailingmr@redwoodwriters.org
www.redwoodwriters.org
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Redwood Writer§ BBniversary

by Juanita J. Marh, Redwood Writers Historian 2012011

What makes a writing club last 35 years? Most waaly dedication to the craft of writindt also takes a
visionary, someone with the impetus to start such an endeavor and make it thrive.

Thirty-five years ago, in 1975, Helene Schellenberg, a writing teaclsamita Rosaook a critique grap and
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became the fourth branch of th€alifornia Writers Clytka statewide organization.

In the beginning, there were fortfjve charter members, including Alla Crone and Marion McMuwiia and
Marion, along with Dorothy Molyneaux and Mary Priest, all emeritus members, helped to set the standards by which th
club still operates todayOver the years, Redwood Writers has expashdpon those standards.

Redwood Writers produces an annual member anthology callethge Voicedts volumes have received
outstanding reviews. The fifth anthologyintage VoicesiVords Poured Ous now available.

The club has expandedmmunity outreach efforts with the Redwood Writers Village and Readers Circle, a
presence at the&sonoma CountBook Festival, and the Library Outreach project.
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independently managed, the youth group will be a part of Redwood Writers immense membership.

The club has grown to incorporate technological advances to its members, including theFaselbdokTwitter,

Flicker, and other sociaktworks and internet accounts. Redwood Writers has given workshops on using technology at
annual conferences, covering such topics #®eks and podcasts to advance book sales.

It is because of talented volunteers that all these things andename possible. These volunteers include
presidents of Redwood Writers, such as Linda McCabe, Karen Batchelor, andavieldadReid, visionaries in their
own right. They have looked toward the future and embraced the possibilities. It is becausepiépige them that
Redwood Writers will always adapt and grow with the changing times, in order to keep serving its members and its rich
arts community.

On Sunday, September 12, 2010, at our general membership meeting, Redwood Writers will celebragetits
anniversary. There will be an anniversary cake, special remembrances, and some surprises.

Please join us in commemorating thirtfive years of literary excellence.

Help us continue the legacy begwby our founder, Helene SchellenbeBarnhartt Juanita J. Martin

Redwood SHeudry
ContesVinners Presented

The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short
storycontestwere presentedheirl g NRa | G { K
meeting on August 8thJudgs Ste&nieFreele and Dan
Coshnear haned out the awards and talked about why
they seleted these stories as the winning entrigean
Wongread her story aloudlo the membership.

Jean Wongwon®iLJt | OS FWNJ S dn&dza (
Marilyn Campbell was awarded®@.Jf I OS F2 NJ dt
g A UK h (fRI&8Ea®gresented to Gretchen
alYYAE T2N a¢KBdacacSatbam
Honorable Mentiorawards were presented to Richard
t SNOSoa@UpiNI lay R/ F NBf | 22 Ny

The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short sto
contest include: (ER) Richard Perce, Gretchen Manr 4
Jean Wong, Marilyn Campbell and Carol Hoorn.



Member the Spotlightank Mattimore

Interview by Pat Tyler

It may come as a surprise to some that Hank Mattimore spent six years as
aMissionary priesteaching English convexon in Japanese high schools. This .
challenging assignment was followed by three years as the 'honky pinest’
black, depressed area of St. Petersburg, Florida.

Unlike the typical parish priest portrayed by Bing Croshy in the olddell
St. Mary's movie, Hank, an activist, founded tgvoup homes for troubled boys
and a day care center falisadvantaged children. Following Martin Luther King's
assasmation, he marched for justicend then founded Camp Unitas, an inter
racial summer camp for kids. Although he'd spent his lifseiwie to the
community, opting to work with the poor, he often felt alortde wanted a wife
and children. So, long story short, at age thity, HanKdoffed his Roman collar
and started a new life."

Within months he fell in love for the first time and migd. "I had a lot to learn about love and women and
relationships," Hank says, "all the thingknever been taught in the seminary or the priesthood." He'd suddenly left
boyhood for manhood. Other pts of his life remained fairlynchanged, however.

Leaving the priesthood with a Master's Degree in Education allowed him to continue the kind of work he'd been
doing as a priest. He served as DirecbServices for frail elderly and as Senior Director of Services for a countrywide
Alzheimer's agency. Heorked with developmentally disabled adults and served people living with AIDS. He became a
Big Brother and a workshop leader for hospice patients writing spiritual wills. In a nuk$tel ,believes he "continued
to be a priest, but without a collar.”

After his wife died, Hank read about Children's Village, an intergeneratidlzae in Santa Rosa. He jumped at
the chance to volunteer. Let me paraphrase his grown children and many friends who later advised agaiigy bis
site. "We know you loveidts, but do you really want to live with them?" He did, insisting they'd either "keep him young
or send him to an early grave." Four years later, serving as surrogate grandpa to the 24 abused and neglected childrer
his village, Hank has definitely remad young and vital. He says, "Living with these kids has enlarged my heart and
stretched me in more ways than | thought possible. My life has chadigadatically."

Today you might find Hank writing one of his books on his extraordinary life experiglovasioading rap, R &

B, or Justin Timberlake. Tomorrow you might hear him giving 'the talk' to a thistearold boy, or sharing a snack with
a kid who's dropped by Hank's on site apartment just to hang out. "Because of the kids, here in this pialiesly
almost fifty years after my ordination, | am finally learning what it is to be a priest. Thedeakielsaught me."

And |, for one, hope the kids will continue teaching and learning fronklda he continues teaching and
learning from them, shanig laughter, tears, and a lot of love, as each becomes a gift to the other.

Editor@ note We weresaddenedo learn that bng timeRedwood Writers membdedDolenpassed away in
August. A tribute to him will be publishedtime October issue dfFhe Redwood Writer.

The Beat Museum's Third Annual Poetm b@stivatonjunction with the annual

North Beach Artwallwith artist Leah Lubin at the Beat Museum 540 Broadway, San Francisco (at Columbus)
from Noon to6:00 p.m.on Saturday, September 25th & Sunday the™6

Enjoy poetry and music from some of your favorite Sonoma County poets and musicians, including Katherin
Hastings, David and Judy Madgalene, Tom Mariani, Juanita J. Martin, Margo Van W&t \artnaw.
Contact Leah Lubin atww.leahlubin.com

It is free admission. Tom Mariani and | will be performing on Sunday the 26th ahiginita Martin
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Member News:

Rob Koslowsky'gpersonal essaydentity Lost was published ofine by Tiny Lights, as part of its 21st
Flash in the Pan a quarterly competition for the best in 5800rd pieces http://www.tiny -
lights.com/flash.php?id=303ob is excitd about being part of Susan Bono's 21st "Flash" selections, as
it coincides with the title of his 2004 book,World Perspective througtiistCentury Eyes

At The Write on Conferencdeld in Marin for young writer§im Anatree(left) andDru
Pizzimentiposed with one of their favorite session leadeBgth Harwood author ofJack
Wakes UpThe newRedwood Young Writers grogiready has 13 members. Contact
PamPizzimentat craigpam2@comcast.nébr questions o to enroll a young person,
ages 818.

| have aeadingscheduled at Borders (Santa Rosa Ave) for my novel
Crucial Timen Saturday Sept. 8at 2 p.m. I'll be thrilled if people just =
show up and lok interested forafewmomentg 1 4 a y20G ySOSaal NB (2 odz
looking for other published mystery writers to join me for joint readings in the Bay AEapeth

Benton

Awardwinning authorPatricia V. Davisvrote a blog post that wentiral, spreading across
social media sites such awitter and Face BoaKThisgrabbedthe attention of agents and
publishers{ KS ¢gNRGS GKS o0ft23 Lladz GCNBY |y hf
and encourage a 2fearold reader others. Aliterary agentt 8 { SR t F G NA OA Ll A
interested in expanding the post into a book. That book, now with theking title, The Diva
Doctrine,was picked up bZedar Fort Presand will be published in 201Ratricia also

wrote the awardwinningl | NX 26 Q& {1 dzOSY ! aSY2ANJ 2F C22R>X ClYAfex
with the hope that it would encourage young women not to make the same mistakes she

made.Adelphi Universityadoptedl | NI 2 (i &% reqderdpdis Gender Studies program

My blog, Science Fiction and Other ODDysseys, was recognized again. It's in the fifth spot in a list of tt
top 45. :) The award comes from Awarding the Wetnn Wilkes
~  http://www.onlinephdprograms.com/top_sci_fi/#Science_Fiction _Musings

| recently got back from Fort BentpMlontana where | gave a reading to 25
people who came oub the library on a windy Monday evening. My novel about a pole
dancer, a farmer and a canoe trip, starts and ends in Fort Benton and was a big hit. What a
beautiful river town.

In ather news, my storyiThey Said It Would Be Wondegfiwas published in the
online magazingé I NI 2 G Qa Juhe@f&editioh, Rrid 2vas picked to be in the CWC
statewide anthology this fall. ;

| just got back from the RWA (Romance Writers of Amenaadnal convention in Orlando. Nt a hOOtI
Susanna Somon
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