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Snap! A personal lesson from the universe. 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
Snap! Just that fast and we can be in a new life. 

It was a sunny morning, and I was still ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǘ Ƴȅ рлth 
όǿƘƻΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎΗύ class reunion in Healdsburg. Some of us had sneaked off and dressed in 

ǊƻōŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƻƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŜǎΦ IƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪnow how 
close I would come to that reality the very next day. 

The freeway was a-whiz with cars as I headed to the reunion picnic. The radio crooned out a song and I checked 
the mirror for that last pat of the hairdo, when WHAM! A huge thud sounded on the passenger side of my van, 
careening me to the next lane. My hands clutched the steering wheel, ŀƴŘ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜ ǎǇƛƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ άhƘΣ 
ƴƻΣέ L ƭŜǘ ƻǳǘΦ L ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ-shoulder and stopped, my whole body shaking. The 
ultimate nightmare traffic accident, the one you pray will not happen, the one at 65 mph on the freeway that you are 
ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  

IŀǊǊȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŜΦ !ƭƭ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƴƛŎΦ Lǘ was an odd 
ŘŀȅΤ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ {ƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ¢±Σ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
a book all seemed trivial, at odds with the momentous event that had just taken place. Finally, I got it. Got what my 
subconǎŎƛƻǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
day honoring the fact that I was alive. I had not been so much as bruised, nor had the other driver. Yet, my car was 
totaled. We both walked away from what could have been an unthinkable 
event. No routine task would do for this day. What I needed was to give myself 
over to thankfulness for my life. And that is what I did. I sat in the sun and 
thought, and I read some poetry. I reviewed all the goodness in my world. 

Now, I have a new car and a new payment -- and, a new idea of how 
fast life can turn. Snap! Each day is a gift, each friend a treasure, each creative 
ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǿŀŦǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΦ [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƧƻȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ L 
havŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ άΨǘƛƭ L ǘƛƭǘΣέ ƴƻǿ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻΦ DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƻǊƭŘΗ 
And to those watching over me, thank you. 

 

Vintage Voices:  Words Poured Out 

By Karen Batchelor 
 Redwood Writers is celebrating its new 2010 anthology, Vintage 
Voices: Words Poured Out. The books are hot off the presses, this year co-
published by Unlimited Publishing and Redwood Writers Club.  
 This is our fifth anthology and they just keep getting better. The 2010 
collection offers an array of short stories, memoirs, and poetry to whet your 
appetite and show the world what Redwood Writers can do. By turns the 
entries are sensitive, thought-provoking, heart-breaking, and hilarious. Read the 



re-ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŦŀƛǊȅ ǘŀƭŜ ό¢ƘŜ CǊƻƎ tǊƛƴŎŜύΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳl Aunt Tilly, a son who learns from his 
father, a woman who wants to take her husband to Niagara Falls, a recovering alcoholic who considers falling off the 
ǿŀƎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛŘƻǿŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ  
 For a donation of $12, you can have your very own copy. Support the club, support your fellow writers and get 
your copies at the next Redwood Writers event. 
 I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to get this book into our hands today. Our club is only as strong 
as our volunteers. I am stepping down as editor, but I hope you will step up to support the new editor in chief, Cynthia 
Helen Beecher.  
 Vintage Voices ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ 

 

The Redwood Writers Membership Meeting on September 12th will feature 
Donna Levin as the speaker. Her topic will be: 

ðK\YfYė8]Xė=ė;cėKfcb[4ñ 
EiYfmė@YhhYfgėH\UhėHifbėòYaėCZZėî or On 
Please join us at the Flamingo Hotel from 2:30 to 5:00p.m. 

$5 for members and $8 for guests 
Donna Levin has two published novels: Extraordinary Means (William Morrow), and California 

Street (Simon & Schuster), as well as two books about writing, Get that Novel Started and Get that Novel Written, both 
with Writer's Digest Books.  Both of her novels were optioned for film, and Get that Novel Written was translated into 
Italian and published by Dino Audino Editore.  

Donna taught fiction writing for two decades, most notably at the University of California Extension at Berkeley, 
where she led the Novel-Writing Workshop.  Many of her students have gone on to publish, including Lalita Tademy 
(whose first novel, Cane River, was an Oprah Book Club pick and New York Times bestseller), Terry Gamble (Water 
Dancers and Good Family), and Mark Coggins, author of the August Riordan mysteries. 

After introducing some of her students and others to her own literary agent, Donna went on to work in the 
agency herself for two years.  She has also been a frequent guest at writers' conferences, including the San Francisco 
Writers' Conference, the East of Eden Conference and the Squaw Valley Community of Writers, in her capacity both as 
author and agent. 

Levin's work is included in Boston University's 20th Century Archives and in the California State Library's 
collection of California novels. She lives in San Francisco. 

Donna Levin will be speaking about her perspective of being a published author as well as having been a literary 
agent for two years.  She has been on the giving and receiving end of rejections.  Donna will give us her honest feedback 
on query letters and the first pages of manuscripts in the meeting.  If you want to know what ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ όƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
lucky ς what is working), bring a query letter and/or the first page of your novel for her to critique live at the meeting.  
{ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǎƘe would place 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǇƛƭŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜέ ǇƛƭŜΦ  PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR NAME ON THE PAGES 
SUBMITTED. 

 
SATURDAY, September 18, 2:00 ς 4:00 PM 

Theme: THE LAST OF THE SUMMER 
Cloverdale Library 

401 N. Cloverdale Blvd. 
(707) 894-5271 

Redwood Writer, Jeane Slone, will emcee this afternoon of literary 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻƴƻƳŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
read your work in public! Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org  
www.redwoodwriters.org 

2 
 

mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


 

 

 



Redwood Writers 35th Anniversary 
by Juanita J. Martin, Redwood Writers Historian 2010-2011 

             What makes a writing club last 35 years? Most would say dedication to the craft of writing.  It also takes a 
visionary, someone with the impetus to start such an endeavor and make it thrive. 
            Thirty-five years ago, in 1975, Helene Schellenberg, a writing teacher in Santa Rosa, took a critique group and 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΦ {ŎƘŜƭƭŜƴōŜǊƎ ǿŀǎ wŜŘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ 
became the fourth branch of the California Writers Club, a statewide organization.   
            In the beginning, there were forty-five charter members, including Alla Crone and Marion McMurtry. Alla and 
Marion, along with Dorothy Molyneaux and Mary Priest, all emeritus members, helped to set the standards by which the 
club still operates today.  Over the years, Redwood Writers has expanded upon those standards.  

Redwood Writers produces an annual member anthology called Vintage Voices. Its volumes have received 
outstanding reviews. The fifth anthology, Vintage Voices: Words Poured Out is now available.  
            The club has expanded community outreach efforts with the Redwood Writers Village and Readers Circle, a 
presence at the Sonoma County Book Festival, and the Library Outreach project. 

wŜŘǿƻƻŘ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ it will be 
independently managed, the youth group will be a part of Redwood Writers immense membership. 
            The club has grown to incorporate technological advances to its members, including the use of Facebook, Twitter, 
Flicker, and other social networks and internet accounts. Redwood Writers has given workshops on using technology at 
annual conferences, covering such topics as e-books and podcasts to advance book sales. 
            It is because of talented volunteers that all these things and more are possible.  These volunteers include 
presidents of Redwood Writers, such as Linda McCabe, Karen Batchelor, and Linda Loveland Reid, visionaries in their 
own right.  They have looked toward the future and embraced the possibilities. It is because of people like them that 
Redwood Writers will always adapt and grow with the changing times, in order to keep serving its members and its rich 
arts community.  

On Sunday, September 12, 2010, at our general membership meeting, Redwood Writers will celebrate its 35th 
anniversary. There will be an anniversary cake, special remembrances, and some surprises. 
          Please join us in commemorating thirty-five years of literary excellence. 

Help us continue the legacy begun by our founder, Helene Schellenberg Barnhart.τJuanita J. Martin 

   Redwood Short Story  
Contest Winners Presented 

 The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short 
story contest were presented their ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
meeting on August 8th. Judges Stefanie Freele and Dan 
Coshnear handed out the awards and talked about why 
they selected these stories as the winning entries. Jean 
Wong read her story aloud to the membership.  

Jean Wong won 1st ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ άWǳǎǘ ŀ WƻƪŜΦέ 
Marilyn Campbell was awarded 2nd ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ άtƭŀȅǎ ²Ŝƭƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ hǘƘŜǊǎΦέ оrd Place was presented to Gretchen 
aŀƴƴƛȄ ŦƻǊ ά¢Ƙƛǎ Lǎ !ǎ DƻƻŘ !ǎ Lǘ DŜǘǎΣ CŜƭƭŀǎΦέ 
Honorable Mention awards were presented to Richard 
tŜǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ άLoad Upέ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ IƻƻǊƴ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳǘǘƻƴΦέ 
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The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short story 
contest include: (L-R) Richard Perce, Gretchen Mannix, 
Jean Wong, Marilyn Campbell and Carol Hoorn. 

 



Member in the Spotlight: Hank Mattimore 
Interview by Pat Tyler 

 
It may come as a surprise to some that Hank Mattimore spent six years as 

a Missionary priest teaching English conversation in Japanese high schools. This 
challenging assignment was followed by three years as the 'honky priest'  in a 
black, depressed area of St. Petersburg, Florida.  

Unlike the typical parish priest portrayed by Bing Crosby in the old Bells of 
St. Mary's movie, Hank, an activist, founded two group homes for troubled boys 
and a day care center for disadvantaged children. Following Martin Luther King's 
assassination, he marched for justice and then founded Camp Unitas, an inter-
racial summer camp for kids. Although he'd spent his life in service to the 
community, opting to work with the poor, he often felt alone. He wanted a wife 
and children. So, long story short, at age thirty-six, Hank "doffed his Roman collar 
and started a new life."  

Within months he fell in love for the first time and married. "I had a lot to learn about love and women and 
relationships," Hank says, "all the things I'd never been taught in the seminary or the priesthood." He'd suddenly left 
boyhood for manhood. Other parts of his life remained fairly unchanged, however.  

Leaving the priesthood with a Master's Degree in Education allowed him to continue the kind of work he'd been 
doing as a priest. He served as Director of Services for frail elderly and as Senior Director of Services for a countrywide 
Alzheimer's agency. He worked with developmentally disabled adults and served people living with AIDS. He became a 
Big Brother and a workshop leader for hospice patients writing spiritual wills. In a nutshell, Hank believes he "continued 
to be a priest, but without a collar."  

After his wife died, Hank read about Children's Village, an intergenerational village in Santa Rosa. He jumped at 
the chance to volunteer. Let me paraphrase his grown children and many friends who later advised against his living on 
site. "We know you love kids, but do you really want to live with them?" He did, insisting they'd either "keep him young 
or send him to an early grave." Four years later, serving as surrogate grandpa to the 24 abused and neglected children in 
his village, Hank has definitely remained young and vital. He says, "Living with these kids has enlarged my heart and 
stretched me in more ways than I thought possible. My life has changed dramatically."  

Today you might find Hank writing one of his books on his extraordinary life experiences, downloading rap, R & 
B, or Justin Timberlake. Tomorrow you might hear him giving 'the talk' to a thirteen-year-old boy, or sharing a snack with 
a kid who's dropped by Hank's on site apartment just to hang out. "Because of the kids, here in this unlikely place, 
almost fifty years after my ordination, I am finally learning what it is to be a priest. These kids have taught me."  

And I, for one, hope the kids will continue teaching and learning from Hank as he continues teaching and 
learning from them, sharing laughter, tears, and a lot of love, as each becomes a gift to the other.  

 
EditorΩs note: We were saddened to learn that long time Redwood Writers member Ed Dolen passed away in 

August. A tribute to him will be published in the October issue of The Redwood Writer. 

 

The Beat Museum's Third Annual Poetry Festival will be held in conjunction with the annual 

North Beach Artwalk with artist Leah Lubin at the Beat Museum 540 Broadway, San Francisco (at Columbus) 
from Noon to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 25th & Sunday the 26th. 
 
Enjoy poetry and music from  some of your favorite Sonoma County poets and musicians, including Katherine 
Hastings, David  and Judy Madgalene,  Tom Mariani, Juanita J. Martin, Margo Van Veen, and Bill Vartnaw.  
Contact Leah Lubin at www.leahlubin.com 
 
It is free admission. Tom Mariani and I will be performing on Sunday the 26th only.τJuanita Martin 
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Member News: 
 
Rob Koslowsky's personal essay, Identity Lost, was published on-line by Tiny Lights, as part of its 21st 
Flash in the Panτ a quarterly competition for the best in 500-word pieces - http://www.tiny -
lights.com/flash.php?id=303. Rob is excited about being part of Susan Bono's 21st "Flash" selections, as 
it coincides with the title of his 2004 book, A World Perspective through 21st Century Eyes. 

 
 

At The Write on Conference held in Marin for young writers Tim Anatree (left) and Dru 
Pizzimenti posed with one of their favorite session leaders, Seth Harwood, author of Jack 
Wakes Up. The new Redwood Young Writers group already has 13 members. Contact 
Pam Pizzimenti at craigpam2@comcast.net for questions or to enroll a young person, 
ages 8-18. 
 

 
 
I have a reading scheduled at Borders (Santa Rosa Ave) for my novel 
Crucial Time on Saturday Sept. 18th at 2 p.m.  I'll be thrilled if people just 
show up and look interested for a few moments; ƛǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōƻƻƪΗ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ 
looking for other published mystery writers to join me for joint readings in the Bay Area.τElspeth 
Benton 

 
 
Award-winning author Patricia V. Davis wrote a blog post that went viral, spreading across 
social media sites such as Twitter and Face Book. This grabbed the attention of agents and 
publishers. {ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƎ ǇƻǎǘΣ άCǊƻƳ ŀƴ hƭŘŜǊ ²ƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŀ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ hƴŜέ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
and encourage a 21-year-old reader of hers. A literary agent ŀǎƪŜŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ ƛŦ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōŜ 
interested in expanding the post into a book. That book, now with the working title, The Diva 
Doctrine, was picked up by Cedar Fort Press, and will be published in 2011. Patricia also 
wrote the award-winning IŀǊƭƻǘΩǎ {ŀǳŎŜΥ ! aŜƳƻƛǊ ƻŦ CƻƻŘΣ CŀƳƛƭȅΣ [ƻǾŜΣ [ƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜŎŜ, 
with the hope that it would encourage young women not to make the same mistakes she 
made. Adelphi University adopted IŀǊƭƻǘΩǎ {ŀǳŎŜ as a reader for its Gender Studies program.  

 
 
My blog, Science Fiction and Other ODDysseys, was recognized again. It's in the fifth spot in a list of the 
top 45. :) The award comes from Awarding the Web. τAnn Wilkes 
http://www.onlinephdprograms.com/top_sci_fi/#Science_Fiction_Musings 
 

 
 I recently got back from Fort Benton, Montana, where I gave a reading to 25 

people who came out to the library on a windy Monday evening. My novel about a pole 
dancer, a farmer and a canoe trip, starts and ends in Fort Benton and was a big hit. What a 
beautiful river town. 

In other news, my story, άThey Said It Would Be Wonderfulέ, was published in the 
online magazine IŀǊƭƻǘΩǎ {ŀǳŎŜ wŀŘƛƻ June 2010 edition, and was picked to be in the CWC 
statewide anthology this fall.  

I just got back from the RWA (Romance Writers of America) national convention in Orlando. What a hoot.τ
Susanna Solomon      
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